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Do we still need Christmas?
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There are so many good things about Christmas, but they often bring problems too.
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I love to give gifts to my kids at Christmas, but they struggle with thinking the season is
about presents and wrestle with selfishness.
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I love having parties with my family. But there is always pain with those not there. And
family gatherings can be such a breeding ground for conflict and division. Old hurts rising to
the surface.
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We put up our Christmas tree yesterday. But even with the tree and decorations, there’s
fights and conflict about who puts what on the tree, I want to put the angel on the top.
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And right now, I don’t hate Christmas carols, but I can imagine when it’s the 24™ of
December and I’ve just started my shopping it’ll be different. I’ve had to hunt around in 30
different shops to find the right robot dinosaur for my child. And then I’ve been standing in
line at the shops for 40 minutes listening to the same songs on repeat — it will bring out rage
to those songs, and impatience and anger towards every one else in line.
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This season has so much promise. We have the hope that Christmas will be a wonderful
time, but it can also bring out the worst in us.
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Would it just be better if we cancelled Christmas? Save some money and pain? Do we still
need Christmas? That’s the question we’re seeking to answer all through December.
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Simplified

As we seek to figure this out, we will be looking at some of the Old Testament prophecies
that point to Jesus coming. And then we’ll look at the story of Jesus’ birth in the book of

Luke.
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Today we’re starting in Genesis 3 where we see the root of all of our problems. And this also
points to how they’ll be fixed at Christmas.
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So to understand Christmas, we need to go back to the very start of the bible, and the start of
when the world was made.
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1. The Fall A& %%

Genesis 1-2 tells the story in Hebrew poetry of how God made the universe, the earth and us
humans in God’s image. Then Genesis 3 shows this all fall apart.
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God made men and women and they were united with no shame. They followed God with no
fear.
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Then the serpent, the deceiver comes and questions Adam and Eve.
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1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in
the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the
garden, 3 but God did say, ‘Y ou must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of
the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.””
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Adam and Eve who were united are divided. Adam, likely nearby, doesn’t intervene or
assist. Eve twists God’s word remembering it incorrectly.
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The serpent suggests an alternative gospel. A good news not based on obeying God in his
love — But one that would make Adam and Eve like God.
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4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that
when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.”
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You can be like God, not by following God and obeying him, but by disobeying him. On the
back of the handouts you can read about what the gospel, the good news is.
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Adam and Eve both eat. Disobeying God. And in an instant — the perfect garden is destroyed.

Husband and wife are no longer united perfectly. God is no longer obeyed as the perfect and
generous God. Work is no longer a good gift any more.
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A small weak moment of disobedience causes thousands of years of devastation and
destruction.
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7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so
they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.
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They were united and comfortable naked in the presence of each other. Naked in both the
literal sense, but also completely open and knowable to the other. But immediately they are
aware of their nakedness between each other and seek to hide their shame. Broken marriage
can’t stand the sight of each other, can’t be vulnerable and open with each other.
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In this moment, not only is the perfect relationship between people destroyed, so too
between them and God. No longer close and obedient to their God, now they see God as a
tyrant to be fear. They run and hide behind a tree which was supposed to be good and
provide food.
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God comes, calling to them. And only selfishness is seen.
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The man responds
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9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you
in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”
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I heard / I was afraid / I was naked / I hid. Adam plunges himself into selfishness revealing
the heart of his problem — his disobedience — causing him to feel shame at his nakedness.
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God knowing what has happened — asks the man how he knew he was Naked.
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Adam’s selfishness and desire to protect himself first makes him blame Eve and God in the
one breath.
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12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from
the tree, and I ate it.”
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That is a lot to do, to blame both your creator and wife in one go! The woman that you put
here. God it is your fault. He shifts the blame out of fear to protect himself.
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The woman, Eve, does the same thing in verse 13.
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13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”” The woman
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
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She shifts the blame, she doesn’t admit fault out of fear.
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Can you imagine how God would have felt in this moment? I’ve given you this good gift,
and now you three are fighting, blaming each other. I’ve given you everything and this is
how you respond!
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God can’t let this act of disobedience go unpunished.
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God curses the snake and sets consequences for Adam and Eve.
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14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you
above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat
dust all the days of your life.

14 Bifade Efpatazit: [ TEF, MLXET, —WHERTLE P
T R AT ITA, LA LE, 15 KREEMRFTABLAN, REGBEFX
AN JG AR A o WA R0k, RBAGH A Bk, ]

16 To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with
painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and
he will rule over you.”

17 To Adam...“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat
food from it all the days of your life.
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The united and perfect relationship is no more. They were created equal, but now she will
long for man’s position of authority, and because man is now sinful he will abuse and exploit
his position of authority.
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Those who were created to be one flesh are now tearing at each other. Those who had no

shame before each other, can’t stand in front of the other. They are both selfishly protecting
themselves and blaming others for their own actions.
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Work that God had give them to be a good gift is now toil. Man who came from the dust will
toil until he returns to the dust.
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Instead of finding fulfilment in God, together they’ve chased other things, trying to rule over
each. It’s a mess. Work is damaged, their relationship with God and with each other is
damaged.
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The consequences of this moment ripple throughout human history. People chasing

knowledge and power for themselves. Not taking responsibility but shifting blame. Fear
leading to damage to the people closest to them.
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Power plays. It’s every drama on TV or in movies, but it’s also the drama of our lives. We

relate to other people from sinful places of fear and anxiety, causing us to defend ourselves
and not admit fault.
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Not secure in the unending love of God as his children, tempted by more, and when caught
out shifting blame, caring only about self.
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It causes problems at Christmas because our hearts desires are so often clear. We want to get

the right present. We want someone to have the right response to the present we give them.
We want our family to be happy. These can be good desires, but so often expressed selfishly.
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So what do we do? Christmas is a matter of weeks away. How does God speak into this
season and guide us through it?
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How does God deal with this issue of selfishness, disobedience, and blame shifting? He
covers over their shame, and promises a solution.
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It seems that there has been a terrible wedge driven between God and his people — but he is
still the compassionate creator God.
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21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.
218 Aot b Fl & X MR IR SIS Fote 8 T 5 o

God meets his ashamed and guilty people in their need. He provides covering for them.
Animals are sacrificed to cover their shame and disgrace. One has died to cover their sin.
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These people who were united, following God — divided from each other and God are
covered. God’s provision allows them to stand in the others presence.
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God is still for them. He has not separated himself from his good but now damaged creation.
He has separated them from the Tree of Life, because they have eaten from the Tree of Good
and Evil, so that they would not be stuck in a life of sin forever. But he doesn’t separate
himself from them fully. He is still present. Despite all that we do, God is still present, and
he compassionately cares for Adam and Eve in their fear, anxiety and shame. He allows
them to continue in relationship now that they are covered up. But they are not whole. Their

clothes point to the distance between themselves and God. But God is still working in their
lives to restore them to full relationship.
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God has made a way for them to continue, but he also promises a final solution. When God
cursed the snake, he also promised someone would come to deal with this problem. Verse 15
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And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between our offspring and
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”
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God promises that one of Adam and Eves children would come and crush the head of the
snake. To right the wrongs that has caused so much destruction. And it points to a day that
the one who was instrumental in the fall of people will be crushed. Jesus defeated sin, death,
and the devil on the cross.
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Yet Jesus was struck; crucified - but raised by God, enthroned as the long expected snake

crusher, and king. He Died and was raised — ruling at God’s right hand. And he will return to
take us to be with him.
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How does God fix these issues of sin, selfishness, and blame shifting. Christmas is the
ultimate display of other person centred love. It’s the opposite of selfishness. God gives his
one and only Son. Mistreated and killed. But raised.
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His death and resurrection defeat Satan, but also provide a covering for us. God’s generous

gift covers us, not just our skin, but our guilt and shame and sin. Jesus’ righteousness is the
cover for our sinfulness.
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As Adam and Eve’s clothes covered their shame and fear and anxiety so they could continue
together; God does the same for us. Jesus is our covering, so we can stand before God in his
sight, and we no longer need to be afraid, or hide. We no longer need to stand before God
like Adam, shifting blame out of self-protection. Jesus’ blood protects us, and we are
forgiven and loved.
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Christmas in 2019 X35

So why do we need Christmas this year?
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Simplified
Genesis 3 reminds us of what we are like. We are inherently selfish. Worried about
protecting ourselves first. Shifting blame to others. We pursue wisdom and knowledge and
satisfaction in all the wrong ways that only damage us and the world around us. We can be
tricked into ignoring or twisting God’s word to us.
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So I need Christmas this year. [ need it when it just brings out that default selfish response. |
can get tricked into thinking that Christmas is about food and family and presents.
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I can get be selfish and impatient. Blaming others for doing their shopping at the last minute
and getting in my way when I’m doing the shopping at the last minute. I can forget

Christmas is about the God who gave us the best gift, His Son who entered our world to save
us.
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Christmas is God’s best on display.
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His generosity to us in his only son.
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His grace giving what we don’t deserve.
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This mercy that he would cover our sin and shame with blood of his son.
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We need Christmas now in 2019 to remember God’s present goodness his love for us in
Jesus, covering our sin and shame, and how he is uniting this diverse community in Jesus.
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We need this Christmas more than anything else right now — because we need to remember
all of God’s goodness to us in his son Jesus. And expect God to work in our hearts too.
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Instead of letting a busy, expensive, and tiring Christmas season bring you down, remember
all that God has done! All God has done since Adam and Eve, through Jesus, and continues
to do today.
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Ove the next couple of weeks as the Christmas season gets upon us, use this season to
remind you of why we still need Christmas.

BAETROILEL, MAEZRETOIR, ARNIANTHRBEEAMFZ2RMNDAERS
1;\770

When buying gifts, remember that it’s not about whatever present we are buying — but God
who gave us the Snake Crusher to deal with Sin, Death and the Devil.
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In the midst of painful times with family, remember all that God has done to cover our sin
and shame and mistakes with Jesus’ blood so that we can be forgiven.
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Imagine I’'m there down at Westfield Chatswood on Christmas Eve, stuck in a line with a
trolley full of last-minute presents. My feelings will likely be impatience, anger, I’'m going to
be late for our late-night Christmas Eve service. Probably standing there frustrated at
everyone else and the Christmas Carols, thinking “why do we even need Christmas”. What a
great chance to be reminded that God doesn’t do things last minute. He planned out Jesus’
moment of salvation from the very start. He doesn’t get impatient or angry with me but has
covered over my sin of impatience and anger. He has clothed me not with the skin of
animals, but with his Son and His righteousness.
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So, why do we still need Christmas? Because we still need God’s goodness to us seen in
Jesus.
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